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Local Ballot Measures: Measure R

Plumas Lake Elementary School District: Bond MeasureR
Ballot Question

Full Text of Measure
FULL TEXT OF BOND MEASURE FOR PLUMAS LAKE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DISTRICT

INTRODUCTION

The following is the abbreviated form of the bond measure:

“To maintain safe, quality education, resolve overcrowding challenges, and retain valued teachers by constructing 
a new middle school on pre-purchased land with facilities that properly educate middle school students in 
reading, science, technology, engineering, language arts, and math, shall the Plumas Lake Elementary School 
District issue $45,000,000 in bonds at legal rates, annually levying approximately $60 per $100,000 of assessed 
valuation, generating approximately $1,800,000 annually while bonds are outstanding, with strict accountability 
including audits and public spending disclosures?”

BOND AUTHORIZATION

By approval of this measure by at least two-thirds of the votes cast by the registered voters voting on the measure, the Plumas 
Lake Elementary School District (the “District”) will be authorized to issue and sell bonds of up to $45,000,000 in aggregate 
principal amount at interest rates not to exceed legal limits and to provide financing for the types of school facilities projects of 
the District listed in the Bond Project List described below, subject to the fiscal accountability requirements specified below. 

ACCOUNTABILITY REQUIREMENTS

The provisions in this section are specifically included in this measure in order that the voters and taxpayers in the District may be 
assured that their money will be spent wisely. Expenditures to address specific facilities needs of the District will be in compliance 
with the requirements of Article XIIIA, Section 1(b)(2), of the State Constitution and Sections 15100 et seq. of the California 
Education Code.)

Independent Citizens’ Oversight Committee. Following approval of this measure, the District Board will establish an Independent 
Citizens’ Oversight Committee to ensure bond proceeds are expended only on the types of school facilities projects listed below.

Performance Audits. The Board will conduct annual, independent performance audits to ensure that the bond proceeds have 
been expended only on the school facilities projects listed below.

Financial Audits. The Board will conduct annual, independent financial audits of the bond proceeds until all of those proceeds 
have been spent for the types of school facilities projects listed below.

Government Code Accountability Requirements. As required by section 53410 of the California Government Code, (1) the 
specific purpose of the bonds is set forth in this Full Text of the Measure, (2) the proceeds from the sale of the bonds will be used 
only for the purposes specified in this measure, and not for any other purpose, (3) the proceeds of the bonds, when and if issued, 
will be deposited into a building fund to be held by the Yuba County Treasurer, as required by the California Education Code, 
and (4) the Superintendent of the District shall cause an annual report to be filed with the Board of Trustees of the District not 
later than January 1 of each year, which report shall contain pertinent information regarding the amount of funds collected and 
expended, as well as the status of the projects listed in this measure, as required by sections 53410 and 53411 of the California 
Government Code.

To maintain safe, quality education, resolve overcrowding challenges, and retain valued teachers by constructing a new middle 
school on pre-purchased land with facilities that properly educate middle school students in reading, science, technology, 
engineering, language arts, and math, shall the Plumas Lake Elementary School District issue $45,000,000 in bonds at legal rates, 
annually levying approximately $60 per $100,000 of assessed valuation, generating approximately $1,800,000 annually while 
bonds are outstanding, with strict accountability including audits and public spending disclosures?
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NO TEACHER OR ADMINISTRATOR SALARIES

Proceeds from the sale of bonds authorized by this measure shall be used only for the purposes specified in Article XIII A, Section 
1(b)(2), those being for the acquisition or improvement of real property, and not for any other purpose, including teacher and 
administrator salaries and other school operating expenses.

STATE MATCHING FUNDS

The following statement is included in this measure pursuant to section 15122.5 of the California Education Code: Approval of this 
measure does not guarantee that the proposed project or projects that are the subject of bonds under this measure will be funded 
beyond the local revenues generated by this measure. The District’s proposal for the project or projects described below may 
assume the receipt of matching state funds, which, if available, could be subject to appropriation by the Legislature or approval of 
a statewide bond measure.

INFORMATION ABOUT ESTIMATES AND PROJECTIONS INCLUDED IN BALLOT

Voters are informed that any estimates or projections in the bond measure or ballot materials, including relating to estimated 
rates of ad valorem property taxes, the duration of issued bonds and related levies and collections of ad valorem property taxes 
are provided as informational only. Such amounts are estimates and are not maximum amounts or limitations on the terms of the 
bonds, the rate or the duration of the tax supporting repayment of issued bonds. Such estimates depend on numerous variables 
which are subject to variation and change over the term of the District’s overall facilities and bond financing plan, including but 
not limited to the amount of bonds issued and outstanding at any one time, the interest rates applicable to issued bonds, market 
conditions at the time of sale of the bonds, when bonds mature, timing of project needs and changes in assessed valuations 
in the District. As such, while such estimates and approximations are provided based on information currently available to the 
District and its current expectations, such estimates and approximations are not limitations and are not binding upon the District. 
In addition, the abbreviated and condensed statement of the bond measure presented to voters which is subject to a word count 
limitation imposed by State law does not limit the scope and complete meaning of the measure provided in this Full Text of Bond 
Measure and related ballot materials.

KEY FINDINGS

• The Plumas Lake Elementary School District Board of Trustees is committed to maintaining the quality of education in 
local schools with safe, secure, and modern classrooms and labs to keep pace with 21st century technologies and learning 
standards.

• District students are currently educated in 3 elementary school sites, with Riverside Meadows functioning as a middle school, 
but lacking true middle school facilities.

• In order to best serve the District’s students and the community, middle school students should benefit from a dedicated 
middle school campus that is tailored to the specific educational and physical needs of middle school students. These 
facilities include classroom and lab space for science, technology, engineering, arts, math and language arts programs as 
well as athletic facilities to ensure a well-rounded curriculum.  

• Due to significant housing development within the District, student enrollment is increasing and more young families with 
school age children are moving into the District each year. As a result, existing schools are at full capacity, utilizing all available 
classrooms and shared spaces. The District does not have enough space to accommodate the anticipated students from new 
development.

• To prepare for a new middle school, the District has already made the investment to acquire a school site, but needs the 
community’s assistance to fund the construction of a new school. 

• Locally controlled funding from bond measures is the primary means by which all local school districts are able to fund school 
facilities.

• The District cannot rely on the State of California to fund school facility improvements in their entirety and the limited state 
dollars available for facility construction require local matching funds that could be provided by a local bond measure.

• The millions of dollars potentially available through the State match allows local taxpayers to leverage bond dollars and 
benefit from the tax dollars they already pay to Sacramento.

• This bond measure will benefit local Plumas Lake community only and no funds can be taken away by the State or other 
school districts, and by law, no money can be used for administrator salaries or pensions.

• This measure will help ensure that Plumas Lake School District can retain and attract quality teachers and maintain our high 
academic achievement. By building a middle school with facilities to support a well-rounded middle school curriculum, the 
best teachers will want to teach at our local public schools.

• It is imperative that our students are housed in adequate schools that are program-appropriate in order to have the educational 
opportunities the deserve for success. Our students would benefit from complete, comprehensive, and efficient schools.
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The Board concluded that protecting the quality of our schools, the quality of life in our community, and the value of our homes 
is a wise investment.

Incidental Expenses. Each of the bond projects described in this Bond Project List include costs which are incidental but directly 
related to the types of projects described above. Examples of incidental costs include, but are not limited to: costs of design, 
engineering, architect and other professional services, facilities assessments, inspections, site preparation, utilities, landscaping, 
construction management and other planning and permitting, legal, accounting and similar costs; independent annual financial 
and performance audits; a customary construction contingency; demolition and disposal of existing structures; the costs of 
interim housing and storage during construction including relocation and construction costs incurred relating to interim facilities; 
rental or construction of storage facilities and other space on an interim basis for materials and other equipment and furnishings 
displaced during construction; costs of relocating facilities and equipment as needed in connection with the projects; interim 
classrooms and facilities for students, administrators, and school functions, including modular and parking facilities; federal and 
state-mandated safety upgrades; addressing unforeseen conditions revealed by construction/modernization and other necessary 
improvements required to comply with existing building codes, including the Field Act; access requirements of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act; costs of the election; bond issuance costs; and project administration during the duration of such projects, as 
permitted by law.

Alterations to Scope; New Construction. The scope and nature of any of the specific projects described above may be altered 
by the District as required by unforeseen conditions that may arise during the course of design and construction. In the event that 
a modernization or renovation project is more economical for or otherwise determined by the Board to be in the best interests of 
the District to be undertaken as new construction, this bond measure authorizes land acquisition, relocation and construction at 
a new or alternative site, and/or demolition and reconstruction and/or repurposing on the original site, including an expanded 
site, and all costs relating thereto. In addition, this measure authorizes the acquisition of real property, including necessary rights 
of ways or other real property interests, required to expand District facilities, to provide access to school or other District facilities, 
or to provide additional school or related facilities. This measure also authorizes the consolidation of schools into a single campus 
or related campuses. 

Interim Financing Included; Joint Use Projects Authorized. In addition, authorized projects include reimbursements for paid 
project costs and paying and/or prepaying interim or previously obtained financing for the types of projects included on the 
project list, such as bond anticipation notes or lease financings relating to projects previously financed. Finally, projects on this list 
may be undertaken and used as joint use projects with other public agencies.

Other Funding Sources. Approval of the District’s bond measure does not guarantee that all of the identified projects within this 
Bond Project List will be funded beyond what can be completed with funds generated by this bond measure. The District plans to 
pursue matching funds/grants from the State of California, if available, to provide additional funding to complete certain of the 
identified facilities projects. 

Unforeseen Circumstances. Many factors which the District cannot predict or control may impact its ability to address each 
of the projects, including but not limited to construction cost issues, supply chain issues which can cause project delays, labor 
shortages, and unknown environmental factors or site conditions, among others. The District is unable to anticipate all unforeseen 
circumstances which may prevent some of the projects listed above from being undertaken or completed.

Project List Not in Order of Priority; Board Determines Prioritization. The order in which projects are listed in the foregoing 
Bond Project List does not suggest an order of priority. Project prioritization is vested in and will be determined by the District 
Board.
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Impartial Analysis

Voter approval of Measure R would authorize the Plumas Lake Elementary School District (the “District”) to issue and sell new 
general obligation bonds in the principal amount not to exceed forty-five million dollars ($45,000,000) for the purpose of 
raising money to fund the completion of projects that fall within the scope of constructing a new middle school in the District 
(the “Scope”).

The District Board of Trustees (the “Board”) will establish an independent citizens’ oversight committee and will conduct annual, 
independent performance and financial audits to ensure that bond proceeds are spent only on types of projects that fall within 
the Scope.

Upon voter approval, the principal and interest on the bonds will be paid by tax levies made upon the assessed value of taxable 
property in the District. The tax will be levied at an average annual tax rate of $0.06 (6 cents) per $100 of assessed value ($60 
per $100,000 of assessed value) for as long as may be required to meet the bonds’ debt service needs. The final fiscal year in 
which the tax is anticipated to be collected is 2064-65.

Approval of Measure R does not guarantee that the proposed projects in the District will be funded beyond the local revenues 
generated by Measure R. The District plans to seek funds or grants from the State of California, if available, to complete the 
proposed projects to the extent possible. The District’s proposals for certain projects may assume the receipt of matching state 
funds, which, if available, are subject to appropriation by the Legislature or approval of a statewide bond measure.

The Board adopted a resolution to place Measure R on the ballot for all registered voters who are residents of the District to 
vote upon the measure. Measure R will be passed if approved by at least two-thirds of the registered voters voting on the 
measure. 

/s/ Amy Carlson, Deputy County Counsel
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Tax Rate Statement
TAX RATE STATEMENT

REGARDING PROPOSED
PLUMAS LAKE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DISTRICT

GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS

An election will be held in the Plumas Lake Elementary School District (the “District”) on November 8, 2022, to authorize 
the sale of up to $45,000,000 in bonds of the District for the specific school facilities projects described in the bond measure. If 
the bonds are authorized, the District expects to sell the bonds in two or more series. Principal and interest on the bonds will be 
payable from the proceeds of tax levies made upon the taxable property in the District. The following information is provided in 
compliance with Sections 9400-9404 of the Elections Code of the State of California.

1. The best estimate from official sources of the average annual tax rate that would be required to be levied to fund that 
bond issue over the entire duration of the bond debt service, based on assessed valuations available at the time of the election 
or a projection based on experience within the same jurisdiction or other demonstrable factors is 6.0 cents per $100 of assessed 
valuation ($60 per $100,000 of assessed valuation) of all property to be taxed. The best estimate of the final fiscal year in which 
the tax is anticipated to be collected is 2064-65.

2. The best estimate from official sources of the highest tax rate that would be required to be levied to fund that bond issue, 
and an estimate of the year in which that rate will apply, based on assessed valuations available at the time of the election or 
a projection based on experience within the same jurisdiction or other demonstrable factors is 8.1 cents per $100 of assessed 
valuation ($81 per $100,000 of assessed valuation) of all property to be taxed. The best estimate of the year in which the 
highest tax rate will apply is anticipated to be 2025-26.

3. The best estimate from official sources of the total debt service, including the principal and interest, that would be 
required to be repaid if all the bonds are issued and sold is $72,000,000.

Voters should note that such estimated tax rates are specific to the repayment of bonds issued under this authorization and 
are and will be in addition to tax rates levied in connection with other bond authorizations approved or to be approved by local 
voters for the District or for any other overlapping public agency. 

Voters should note that estimated tax rate is based on the ASSESSED VALUE of taxable property on Yuba County’s official 
tax rolls, not on the property’s market value. Property owners should consult their own property tax bills to determine their 
property’s assessed value and any applicable tax exemptions.

Attention of all voters is directed to the fact that the foregoing information is based upon the District’s projections and 
estimates only, which are not binding upon the District. The actual tax rates and the years in which they will apply may vary 
from those presently estimated, due to variations from these estimates in the timing of bond sales, the amount of bonds sold 
and market interest rates at the time of each sale, and actual assessed valuations over the term of repayment of the bonds. The 
dates of sale and the amount of bonds sold at any given time will be determined by the District based on need for construction 
funds and other factors. The actual interest rates at which the bonds will be sold will depend on the bond market at the time of 
each sale. Actual future assessed valuation will depend upon the amount and value of taxable property within the District as 
determined by the Yuba County Assessor in the annual assessment and the equalization process.

By: /s/ Jeff Roberts
Superintendent
Plumas Lake Elementary School District
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Arguments and rebuttals are the opinions of the authors.  
We print them exactly as submitted, including grammatical errors.

Vote Yes on R - to give Plumas Lake a true middle school!

Vote Yes on R to prevent overcrowded schools!  The number 
of students attending Plumas Lake’s schools is up nearly 40% 
- causing severe overcrowding.  Existing schools are reaching 
capacity and will not have enough space to accommodate the 
growing student population.  Measure R will provide our youth 
with a dedicated middle school centrally located in Plumas Lake.

Yes on R will build a proper middle school that supports science, 
technology, math, art, music and sports programs that will prepare 
students to thrive in a competitive world.  A dedicated middle 
school curriculum and facility are essential for preparing students 
for high school.

Without Measure R, it will become much more expensive to 
provide students with a proper, safe middle school as costs 
continue to rise.  The District already owns the land for a middle 
school - Vote Yes on R to ensure we can reduce dangerous 
overcrownding and provide all students with safe classrooms.

Yes on R provides designated space with enough land for sports 
and outdoor activities that will be utilized by the community.

Yes on R places a middle school adjacent to the future regional 
park for access to amenities for both students and the community.

Yes on R retains high quality teachers amid a teacher shortage.

Yes on R provides access to modern science/computer/
technology labs.

Measure R includes strict accountability requirements, including 
public disclosure of all spending and independent annual 
financial/performance audits to make sure all funds are used 
effectively, efficiently, and as promised.

Not a penny of Measure R funding can be touched by the county 
or State! And no funds can be used for administrator salaries and 
pensions.  All Measure R funds must be used locally.

Join us - vote Yes on R!

/s/ Gary Bradford, Yuba County Supervisor

/s/ Greg Forest, Trustee WUHSD

/s/ Lacey Nelson, Director - OPUD

/s/ Shane Griego, USAF, Retired

/s/ Jacob Cummings, Small Business Owner

How much election cheating are you willing to put up with?

What if it’s for an allegedly good cause? Does that change your 
answer?

Do you know all the public officials with duties related to local 
measure elections? County supervisors, registrar of voters, county 
counsel, school board that resolves to put measures on the 
ballots. A lot of public officials, most of them getting salaries you 
could never dream of.

Are these public officials corrupt? All of them?

Then how do you explain that at every election they all look the 
other way or point fingers at each other saying that “It’s not my 
job to enforce measure election laws?”

How is it then, that all these public officials, who you pay, 
combined, millions of dollars a year, have never (never means not 
once) put a local measure on the ballot that follows the law?

The statutes regarding local measure elections apply to every 
county. How is it that every county, even Yuba, dosen’t follow 
every law, as written? Who benefits? Certainly not you.

It’s almost like it’s a conspiracy. Because the public officials 
(school board) who start the ball rolling, violate every meaningful 
law with the knowledge, apparently, that all the other public 
officials will go along with their corruption.

There are too many broken laws to mention in 300 words, but you 
can check it out (http://bit.ly/ElectionCheating) for all the gory 
details.

Bottom line: All the public officials would rather have gullible 
voters force taxpayers, including themselves, to send every dollar 
they dream up to some government agency or another. It’s more 
for them. Less for you.

Are you tired of been taken for a chump? Vote Hell No! on Measure 
R ($72,000,000 tax).

Join us: http://bit.ly/NoPlumasLakeBond

/s/ Honor “Mimi” Robson, Libertarian Party of California Chair
Libertarian Party of California

Argument in Favor of Measure R Argument Against Measure R
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Arguments and rebuttals are the opinions of the authors.  
We print them exactly as submitted, including grammatical errors.

The reality facing the Plumas Lake community and our kids is 
simple – more houses being built and more community growth 
means more students to educate. The District is running out of 
classrooms and space to provide the required education all of our 
children have a right to and deserve. This is the ongoing dilemma 
facing the community.

Fortunately, the unpaid volunteer school board members, the 
hard-working staff and leadership of Plumas Lake Elementary 
School District have a plan to avoid the overcrowding and other 
inconveniences that accompany this amazing community growth. 
That plan will continue to sit idle on the shelf if the community 
does not provide the support necessary to build an additional 
school in our community. 

Voting Yes on Measure R is a commitment to our community and 
that:

You support our kids.

You want to see Plumas Lake continue to be the place people want 
to live.

You understand the impact that a strong educational system has 
for our kids and community.

You know your home values will rise as a result of great schools.

You want to see new jobs come to our community as a result of a 
new school.

You support the new community amenities that will come as 
a result, such a community center, new park, and new sports 
facilities.

Yes on Measure R is the right thing for our community and our 
children!

/s/ Gary Bradford, Yuba County Supervisor

/s/ Greg Forest, Trustee WUHSD

/s/ Lacey Nelson, OPUD Director

/s/ Shane Griego, USAF Retired

/s/ Jacob Cummings, Plumas Lake Small Business Owner

How are your children, grandchildren doing?

It’s common knowledge that public unions control the entire 
public education system in California. Membership is voluntary 
since Janus v. AFSCME (2018)
(https://www.leagle.com/decision/insco20180627f06). Are the 
district boards just union puppets? 

Didn’t they shut down your schools? Didn’t they extort benefits? 
Didn’t they crush learning progress? Didn’t they destroy your 
children’s social framework? Didn’t they fill your children’s young 
minds with all manner of propaganda? Now they’re coming for 
your money.

But let’s talk about this tax too.

Oversight? It’s a fraud. Citizen oversight ends when votes are cast. 
If you could trust the board, why would you need oversight?

Strict Accountability? Fraud number 2. There are no accountability 
police. When you’re not looking, they do whatever they want.

Project List? There is none. Measure R includes everything under 
the sun. Read it.

Administrator Salaries? Of course! Read the fine print!

The arguments and rebuttals are written by agents of the school 
bonds cartel. The signers are just tools. 
http://bit.ly/ElectionCheating

Less than 15% of your taxes will go to facilities that will still be 
around by the time the bonds are paid off. (Remember, at least 
half goes to wealthy investors, right off the bat.)

The entire system is rigged to pass taxes. That’s not just our 
opinion. http://bit.ly/GrandJury2021

Bottom line: Only undecided voters can be persuaded by 
arguments. 90% don’t even read them. Undecideds determine the 
election. We can’t win without your help. 

Vote Hell No! on Measure R ($72,000,000 tax).

Connect here: http://bit.ly/NoPlumasLakeBond

/s/ Honor “Mimi” Robson, Libertarian Party of California Chair
      Libertarian Party of California 

Rebuttal to Argument in Favor of Measure R Rebuttal to Argument Against Measure R




